TYLL   OWLGLASS

the wall again, but did not make one single observation.
The attendants were equally mute, excepting the
weak-minded one, who looked at the -wall and her
companions in astonishment, and then exclaimed that,
base born or not, she could see nothing but a white
wall, and was convinced there was no more painting
on it than on the back of her hand.

The Countess went straight to her husband, and
told him that she was as well satisfied as he had been,
but that her weak-minded relative maintained that
there was no painting whatever on the wall, and
that Owlglass was an impostor who was making fools
of the whole Court.

The Count was vexed at this, and scarcely knew
what to think; but determined to see whether any
one else would make similar observations, he sent
word to Owlglass to have everything ready on, the
following day to receive a visit from himself and his
whole Court. On receiving this message Owlglass
immediately dismissed his assistants, and went to the
treasurer and begged to be paid the hundred pounds
that were still due to him. He got the money without
difficulty, and the following day was no longer at the
Court, nor anywhere in Hessen.
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